
Sakura Publishing blog 

The Official Sakura Publishing blogsite for all Sakura authors and Sakura Staff 

 Home 

 About 

 Sakura Publishing Official Website 

 Sakura Authors 

 Sakura’s Story 

 Essential Reading 

Interview With Author Tanya Biondi 

Posted By authors and staff of Sakura Publishing on March 9, 2015 at 11:43 am 

Author Tanya Biondi, Blustardusk is your first novel, how did the idea come about? 

  

This is my first novel but, in fact, not my first piece of work. I started writing poetry at a pretty 

young age and have 8 collections available through Amazon, although only in Italian. For some 

reason, until a few years ago I didn’t feel at ease with writing prose, then I experimented with a few 

short stories and finally, all of a sudden, a new world opened up in front of me, just like that, it 

clicked. Now, when I enter that frame of mind, ideas just flow naturally, as if under dictation. 

As for the story, it is just out of pure fantasy. I love sci-fi, fantasy, romance and children’s books, so 

I suppose my novel is a compendium of all of that. 

  

Your book is self-published online, what are the pros and cons of this kind of publishing? 

  

Well, the pros are evident: anybody can see their work published without having to face frustrating 

refusals or total indifference from publishing companies, plus this opportunity is free. The cons are 

that you have to see to the promotional aspect by yourself, which can be interesting but tricky too. 

Also, and very important if you value your work and want to offer a quality product to your readers, 

you lack the professional figures that can guide you through the editing/graphic process. I have read 

my book so many times and also had someone else reading it in order to point out any mistakes or 

things that needed changing. As for the English version, I had it translated, I read through the 

translation to make changes and corrections to it then sent it for proofreading. Basically I did my 

best, on a very tight budget, in order to make it worth buying. Still, when I re-read it I keep finding 

errors that need fixing. Frankly, it is not the same thing as having a professional team working on it. 

Unfortunately, among self-published works there are quite a few that seem never to have been 

revised even by their authors, and I find this irritating and disrespectful towards potential readers, 

given that I’m a reader myself. 
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Are you working on a new story? 

  

I am, indeed. I am halfway through the raw version of the next book, so still a long way to go before 

publishing. 

  

Is it a sequel of Blustardusk or a completely different setting? 

  

It is not a sequel as such. Some of the characters return in this book too, so does romance, and part 

of the story still has a strong fantasy influence; but the core piece is very different. It explores a 

delicate aspect of feelings and existence. Because the topic is rather exacting compared to the first 

novel, the writing proceeds pretty slowly. 

  

One last question. In Blustardusk you describe a model of society which is peaceful and 

harmonious but very demanding in terms of restrictions towards its citizens. Do you think 

such a model plausible or even desirable on our planet? 

  

If we want to survive on a healthy planet, it is obvious, at this point, that some measures must be 

taken to change our behaviour and lifestyle, in order to make it more sustainable. We need some 

sort of sweet cultural revolution. Our advantage, compared to the Anusians, is that we are not 

immortal, therefore, we probably don’t need such a degree of strict discipline as them. 
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